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Cheatres. 


HAYMARKET. 


Mr. Charles Matthews’s Appearance at this 
theatre with his talented wife has, as usual, 
been most successful, the house being lite- 
rally crowded every night: Mr. C. Matthews 
has also brought him additional attraction in 
the new and successful pieces which are pre- 
sented nightly. “The Milliner to the King; 
or the Royal Salute,” has been most success- 
ful. It is an adaptation from a very successful 
production of MM. Bayard and Dumanoir, 
entitled ‘‘ La Comptesse Lalotte,” some years 
since very popular in Paris. The acting of 
Mr. Charles Matthews, Mr. Chippendale, 
Mrs. Charles Matthews, and Mrs. Bucking- 
ham White is excellent. The other new piece, 
“Nothing to Wear,” is also highly amusing, 
and is so rendered by the admirable acting 


of Mr, Charles Matthews. 


THE SOHO THEATRE. 

Douglas Jerrold’s spirited and pathetic 
drama of “The Mutiny at the Nore,” with 
the afterpieces of “Popping the Question” 
and “ Fortune’s Frolic; or the Ploughman 
turned Lord,” were represented in the most 
efficient manner at this theatre on Monday 
and Tuesday week. The finely-drawn cha- 
racter of Richard Parker was sustained by Mr. 





Dacre Baldie, and was a most finished per- 
formance. The language of Douglas Jerrold 
found audible utterance in this gentleman, and 
from his lips the dreadful horrors of a per- 
secuted sailor’s life flashed like lightning the 
rough minds of a crowded audience, The 
impersonation was rendered at once a most 
talented nautical as well as a very artistic one. 
Mr. Dacre Baldie could not possibly have 
been more efficiently supported than he was 
by the admirable rendering of Miss Helen 
Love as Mary Parker. This lady possesses 
a peculiar talent and aptitude for the enaction 
of such parts, which she personates in a 

urely pathetic and dramatic style. Mr. F. 
o Preece hit off the part of Jack Adams in 
a rattling and energetic manner. Mr. J. 
Franklyn made a clever Captain Lock Arling- 
ton. ‘The comic business fell into the hands 
of Mr. Shirley, as Dickey Chicken, and Mr. 
Griffiths, as Timothy Bubble, and was dis- 
charged very humorously. We were sorry 
to observe that Miss Clara Nichol (who was 
the Molly Brown) was labouring under the 
effects of a severe cold, which divested her 
of her usual spirit and humour. Mrs. J. W. 
Sims personated Dame Greuse with her 
usual talent and finesse. The other charac- 
ters were creditably sustained by the rest of 
the company. In the highly humorous farce 
of “ iy § the Question,” Mr. Shirley’s 
Mr. Henry Primrose is a most sterling per- 
formance, and reflects the utmost credit upon 
this versatile comedian. Mr. Lloyd Thorpe 
was a very gentlemanly Mr. Henry Thorn- 
ton; and Miss Julia Norton’s Bobbin very 
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characteristic and humorous. This lady is 
as clever a commedienne in this line of busi- 
ness as she is a vocalist and a burlesque 
actress. The Miss Biffin of Miss Sinelair 
and the Mrs. Winterblossom of Mrs. J. W. 


Sims were two thoroughly original embodi- | 


ments, and most cleverly acted. Miss A. 
Percival was also a lady-like Ellen Murray. 
The farce of “‘Fortune’s Frolic” introduced us 
to Mr. Mowbray in his favourite character 
of Robin Roughead, which he acts with a 
humour and an originality quite irresistible. 
In fact, Mr. Mowbray excels in characters of 
this kind, of which his Ezekiel Homespun, 
in “The Heir at Law,” is a perfect model. 
Mr. Franklyn was a rattling Rattle, Mr. 
Armer ea very creditable Frank, and Mr. 
Griffiths an artistic Snacks. The ladies 
also carried a sway of favour with them; and 
Miss Helen Love essayed the part of Dolly, 
into which she infused the most remarkable 
powers—such, indeed, as to lead us almost to 
doubt whether Mary Parker, in “The Mutiny 
at the Nore,” and Dolly, in “ Fortune’s 
Frolic,” were one. Miss Julia Norton was 
an excellent Nancy, and Mrs. J. W. Sims an 
intolerably funny Dame. The farce con- 
cluded, as usual, with a general dance by the 
whole of the company. 





THE OXFORD DRAMATIC CLUB. 

The above Club gave a Private Dramatic 
Performance at the Soho Theatre on Wed- 
nesday last, when the pieces presented were 
the favourite Haymarket comic drama of 
“The Jacobite,” and John Tobin’s excellent 
comedy of ‘The Honeymoon,” which is 
never an objectionable feature on any play- 
bill. The curtain arose at half-past seven 
precisely, and the comic drama was most 
successfully presented, being cleverly sustained 
throughéut. The part of John Duck was 
very humorously interpreted by Mr. W, J. 
Pearson, and was most remarkable for the 
quiet and genial humour with which he acted. 
The Major Murray of Mr, C. F. Moore was 
a very gentlemanly performance, but rather 
too tame: a little more spirit and energy 





{ 


enabled here to testify to the very clever and 
talented manner in which Miss Merrington 
acquitted herself as Patty Pottle. ‘The style 
in which this most pleasing comedienne spoke 
and acted was as thoroughly original as artistic, 
and the audience appeared fully to relish and 
appreciate her most successful -endeavours, 
Mrs. J. W. Sims was the Widow Pottle, 
which character this lady acted in a most 
charateristie manner, and in that well-known 
vein of comic humour for which she is so 
peculiar, and with which the frequenters of 
the Soho are so familiar. The dialogue 
which takes place betwixt the Widow 
Pottle and John Duck was thus rendered 
highly amusing. We have also to com- 
mend the very praiseworthy efforts of 
Miss Sinelair as Lady Somerford, which 
part she enacted in a lady-like and impressive 
manner. At the conclusion of the drama, 
where Sir Richard Wroughton attempts to 
intimidate her to sign the deed for the trans- 
ference of her estates to him, her acting was 
very energetic, and called forth general ap- 
plause. The Oxford Dramatic Club are, we 
think, much indebted to these talented ladies 
of Mr. Mowbray’s company (Mrs. J. W. 
Sims and Miss Sinclair) for the valuable 
assistance rendered by them. Upon the fall 
of the curtain the whole of the ladies and 
gentlemen engaged in the comic drama were 
vociferously recalled and greeted with loud 
applause—no more than they deserve for the 
very creditable manner in which the members, 
one and all, discharged their duties. 

With one or two slight exceptions the ad- 
mired comedy of “‘ The Honeymoon” was as 
efficiently represented as the comic drama. 
We feel bound to say, however, that the best 
piece of acting, amongst the gentlemen, was 
most certainly that of Mr. G. Perks, whose 
interpretation of Captain Rolando was a marvel 
of brusqueness and character. He not only 
looked the woman-hater that John Tobin 
meant him to be, but he also in the end looked 
the woman-lover that John Tobin also intended 
him to be. This gentleman has an excellent 
voice and a pleasing gesture peculiarly suitable 


would have constituted it a decided success. | to stage business, and he not only evinced a 
As it was, however, it proved a satisfactory | thorough acquaintance with the character of 


performance. 


Mr. J. W. King exhibited | Captain Rolando, but also proved himself a very 
some marks of ability in a very well sustained accomplished actor. 


Mr. G. Perks was very 


embodiment of Sir Richard Wroughton, Bart. | ably supported by Miss Sinclair, who enacted 
With the single exception that he possessed | the part of Zamora in a pleasing and artistic 


scarcely sufficient bluntness, this gentleman’s 


manner. Miss Julia Norton was announced 


impersonation could be found no just fault for this part, but in consequence of that lady’s 
We feel great pleasure in being | indisposition Miss Sinclair kindly consented 


with. 
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to sustain it at a very short notice, and much 
credit is reflected upon this lady for the 
accuracy and perfectness with which she ac- 
quitted herself, Next in point of ability and 
talent to Mr. G. Perks’ Captain Relando was 
Mr. C. F. Moore’s Duke Aranza, as, most 
certainly, it should be. This gentleman 
evinced a very correct idea of the part which 
he assumed, and this fact was characterized 
by some of the finest touches of the comedian’s 
art. As in the assumption of Major Murray, 
there was but one deficiency apparent—viz., 
scarcely suflicient phys:que. A little more 
energy—not a great deal more, but a little 
more—would have crowned his impersonation 
of the witty Spanish noble with eclat. The 
cast of the comedy was materially strengthened 
by the presence of Miss Helen Love, as 
Juliana, one of her best and most successful 
embodiments, second only to her Pauline 
Deschappelles. . The valuable assistance 
afforded by this talented actress, and the perfect 
representation which she gave of Balthazar’s 
much ill-used but spoilt and haughty daughter, 
put the audience into the best of spirits. We 
are sorry to be obliged to find direct fault 
with any one, but we must say of the Count 
Montalban of Mr. R. Roberts and the Signor 
Balthazar of Mr. D. Lewis that, if there was 
any merit in either, or more in one than the 
other, we found ourselves quite at a loss to 
discover it. We expect, however, that timid- 
ness was the cause, and confidence the- chief 
requirement, Let us not forget to commend 
the very humorous acting of Mr. W. J. 


‘Pearson as the Mock Duke, which, though 


not so grotesque as it might have been, was 
yet a most unctuous performance. The 
Lopez of Mr. W. G. Haines was also worthy 
of remark, being a by no means deficient rustic 
representation. We have almost been guilty 
of a breach of gallantry and civility innot having 
already mentioned the very spirited Volante 
of Miss Merrington. A better interpreter of 
the part could not have been desired. Her 
performance was rendered a sterling piece of 
comedy acting, infused with every requisite 
attribute to constitute her what she is—a 
really clever actress. ‘The dance at the end 
of the second act was loudly encored, and at 
the conclusion of the comedy the members of 
the company were much applauded and re- 
called. 

The instrumental portion of the entertain- 
ment was efficiently superintended by Mr. 
W. Jones, and the characters admirably 
dressed by Mr. Nathan and Mr. Clarkson. 


|The audience were highly respectable, and 
| altogether this was one of the most careful 
and pleasing amateur performances we have 
_ ever had the pleasure of witnessing. 





MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION. 


This well-known place of amusement has 
become a “household word” in the mouths 
| of all who are familiar with the. metropolis, 
and of very many who are not. Madame 
Tussaud’s waxwork saloons in Baker-street 
have indeed attained the rank of an institu- 
tion, so much have taste and art improved 
upon mere mechanism and manufacture. The 
springs of perennial life so constantly renewed 
by the assiduity of the late Madame Tus- 
saud’s successors in their popular exhibition 
are constantly producing new phases and for- 
mations, and the latest changes have been 
somewhat of an elaborate kind. On a recent 
visit we found the waxen congress of monarchy 
in the large room enlarged and enriched by 
several new and august “ presences.” We 
single out, in particular, for notice their 
splendidly attired Majesties of Greece and 
of Hanover; and let us also commend to our 


classification of the Kings and Queens of 
England from the period of “hump-backed 
Richard” to that of her most gracious Ma- 
jesty Queen Victoria. The whole collection 
of effigies in this favourite Exhibition still look 
perfectly fresh and well, although time might 
have told upon them, bad they not been so 
carefully looked after. We say to our readers 
emphatically —Go and make the acquaintance 
of the new waxwork personages of Baker- 
street, and renew your acquaintance with the 


old. 





Dinner To Mr. Bensamin WessteR —On Wed- 
|. nesday evening, a number of the friends and ad- 
mirers of Mr. Benjamin Webster, the lessee and 
manager of the New Adelphi Theatre, gave that 
gentleman a dinner at the Freemason’s Tavern, in 
recognition of the enterprize and liberality dis- 
played by him in the rebuilding and management 
of the theatre, the fame of which, as the most 
commodious and elegant dramatic establishment 
in the metropolis, is daily increasing. The Hon. 
| F. Grantley Berkeley presided on the occasion. 
| After the cloth had been removed, and the cus- 
| tomary loyal toasts had been proposed, the 
| «Health of Mr. B. Webster, and success to the 
| New Adelphi Theatre,” was drank with the utmost 

unaminity of feeling, and responded to with great 

eloquence, and at considerable length, by Mr. 
| Webster. A variety of other appropriate toasts 
were proposed and responded to during the 
evening. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


An Otp Actor.—JIn our next. 

O.—Mr. Farren opened the Olympic Sept. 2, 1850. 

F. Broucuam.— You had better let the matter drop. | 
-C.—We quite agree with you, but are sorry we 
have not room for the letter this week. 

J. Witton.—We were out of town, or should have 
answered the note. 

E. Haprie.p.— We are obliged; we had'written our 
notice. 

C. W. Carisensy.— Your letter shall have a place in 
our columns in our next. 

A Reaper.—Look at our advertising columns, and 
see Purkess’s Plays. 

TuHovuGuTFruL Son.—Go to 18, Denmark-street, Soho, 
and ask for Mr. Flexman, who will give you all the 
information you require. 

X. X.—Sizty-five persons lost their lives in the panic 
caused by the cry of fire in Dunlop street Theatre, 
in February, 1849. 





THE 


THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


WEDNESDAY, Marcu 30, 1859. 





THE 
GRAZZIANI CORRESPONDENCE. 


The columns of the morning papers have 
been enlivened with “a pretty quarrel as it 
stands”, between the managers of the rival 
Opera Houses. It appears that Mr. E. T. 
Smith, of Drury-lane, has stolen some of the 
Promethian fire from the Olympus of Covent- 
garden. We hope the enterprising impres- 
sario may not have burnt his fingers by the 
contact. But it is quite evident that the 
Drury-lane manager has been dealing with 
edged-tools in the Grazziani affair. And 
why did he want Grazziani so especially, we 
ask, seeing that his programme for his new 
Italian Opera Season is so full of talent with- 
out him. Mr. Gye complains of the mana- 
gerial avarice which has filched from the 
Royal Italian Opera a leading vocalist; and, 
reasonably enough, Mr. Smith, in return, 
complains of Mr. Gye’s agent having seduced 
from their allegiance the entire ballet of Old 
Drury, and taking the whole bevy of ballet- 
girls over to the opposite house. He wanted, 
cries Mr. Smith, to surreptitiously seize upon 
my Chorus too, but did not succeed. What 
Mr. Gye’s “agent” may have done, or 





attempted to do furtively within the recesses 


of the Drury-lane Coulisses is at present 
an ex-parte matter. The effect of the above 
animadverted-on-dispute will simply be that 
of all clever advertising dodges—viz., in- 
crease of notoriety ; but notoriety is not like 
true celebrity—it is as the “ sounding brass” 
to the trumpet of Fame. 
E. H. Ma.coim. 





MR. C. KEAN AND “B. W. W.” 
To the Editor of Taz Tueatricat JouRNAL. 


* Sir,—“*B, W. W.” seems determined 
to carry all by storm. No sooner does 
any individual dare to raise his puny voice 
than the thunderbolts of this soi-daisant Jove 
are hurled upon his devoted head ;_ but, unlike 
the thunderbolts of Olympian Jove, which 
were hammered into solidity by a strong arm, 
and therefore were sure missiles of destruction, 
this modern Jove (!) has to forge them him- 
self; and being destitute of the calibre of 
Vulcan and the Cyclops, they fali totally 
harmless, and only provoke the ridicule and 
contempt of those to whom they are directed, 
and of those who may behold them burst 
and scatter nothing but smoke, and that too 
dense to infect, except to a scarcely per- 
ceptible extent, the healthful properties of the 
surrounding atmosphere. However, as itis 
merely a matter of opinion as to whether Mr. 
C. Kean is the first tragedian or not, I beg 
to propose that a canvass of opinions take 
place among your subscribers, and you,. sir, 
occupy the office of Polling Clerk. 

“B. W. W.’s” assertion that he has no 
“mania” about Mr. Charles Kean, but an 
“honest opinion,” must come from other lips 
than his own to be of any value. It is well 
known to medical men that those afflicted 
with a mania are unconscious that the disease 
exists in them, while it is plainly apparent to 


tothers. ‘That they deserve our pity there is 


no doubt, but when they begin to rave we 
must endeavour to curb their rage if it is 
likely to be productive of any serious results ; 
but certainly in “ B, W. W.’s” case I see no 
reason to apprehend any damage to life or 
limb, or even to the meanest understanding. 
My humble opinion (and I believe the 
opinion of the majority) is, that Mr. Phelps 
stands at the head of his profession, and first 
in the list of eminent tragedians; and shall 
conclude by observing that— 
“ Garrick, John Kemble, and Macready gone; 
Phelps, their successor, stands, and stands alone.” 
I am, &c., FAIRPLAY. 
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THE PRINTERS’ DRAMATIC CLUB. 

The above Club gave a Dramatic Enter- 
tainment at Bass’s Rooms on Wednesday 
week. The performance consisted of “Othello” 
(we wish amateurs would try something else) 
and Mr. Buckstone’s drama of “The Bear 
Hunters.” When we start upon an amateur 
mission we always make it a rule to buckle 
on our best humour, and so criticise an ama- 
teur performance as an amateur performance, 
and not a professional one. The Entertain- 
ment at Bass’s of which we are about to 
speak was the least successful of any that 
we have witnessed there at any time. There 
was, however, one great excuse; the company 
was very juvenile, some of them we imagine 
not yet out of their teens. The arduous 
part of the Moor was personated by Mr. A. 
H. Lacey, and for whose success we had our 
fears. ‘Throughout the first two acts he did 
not display any very great amount of appre- 
ciation for his author. In the third, fourth, 


and fifth, however, he performed with much 
better energy, and is at least entitled to this 
credit, that he endeavoured to do well; and, 
indeed, upon a whole, acquitted himself some- 
what creditably. 


Mr. J. Richardson was the 
Iago, and M. J. Larkin the Cassio. We 
are sorry we cannot accord the credit of any 
particular powers of acting to either of these 
gentlemen. The part of Iago appeared to 
us to be quite unsuited to Mr. Richardson, 
who did not act it, but simply read it, and 
that too we feel bound to say, in some instances, 
in a very hurried manner and with very little 
appreciation or discretion, Mr. J. Larkin, 
in the first part of Cassio, did not succeed in 
making one “point.” The Brabancio of Mr. 
Beckett was not without some degree of merit 
for a juvenile amateur, but was rather too 
hasty. The Duke of Venice of Mr.C. Jones 
was rendered in a rather humorous manner : 
we will not say whether Shakspeare ever in- 
tended it should be so. The Deskuaten of 
Miss Maria Montague (as an amateur ac- 
tress) scarcely needs criticism from us. We 
have before this had the pleasure of com- 
mending the very chaste impersonation which 
this lady gives to the part of the much ill- 
used Desdemona, and in conclusion will again 
express it as our confident belief that her 
Desdemona is the most perfect that we have 
at any time witnessed at an amateur repre- 
sentation. We have also spoken upon a 
previous occasion of the Emilia of Miss Rose 
Garland. This lady acquits herself very 
creditably as Iago’s wife; but we can hardly 


| reconcile ourselves to the belief that tragedy 
is her forte ; for certain she excels in comedy, 
and is more at home. The Montano of Mr. 
E. Mason and the Ludovico of Mr. Butler 
were creditable impersonations. The Rode- 
rigo of Mr. Phillips was deficient in concep- 
tion and humour. A careful knowledge of 
the part was the only absolute credit apper- 
taining to the attempt. The small part of 
Gratiano was tolerably performed by Mr. 
Alfred. 

The theatre was so crowded and a certain 
portion of the audience so exceedingly unruly 
that we did not stay after the first act of the 
“Bear Hunters,” which, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, was altogether beyond criticism. 

We dare say this article may displease 
some of the aspiring gentlemen of the Prin- 
ters’ Dramatic Club; but we assure them 
that our only desire is to be friendly but just 
towards one and all of them, and we there- 
fore hope they will have the good sense to 
appreciate our remarks in a rather thankless 
task, and not say spiteful things. At the 
same time we do feel certain, had the audience 
conducted themselves in a proper manner, 
every gentleman on the stage would have 
succeeded better. The theatre was, in fact, 
over-crowded, and the conduct of some of the 
company absolutely disgraceful ; at one point 
of the tragedy so much so, that Mr. Stephen 
Mason was compelled to come forward and 
express his determination to have the nuisance- 
mongers expelled. Such conduct is a draw- 
back to everything ; it confuses those on the 
stage, and makes the respectable portion of 
the audience very uneasy. These things 
ought really to be reformed, and a little more 
common sense displayed during a public re- 
presentation. 





ECLECTIC HALL. 

No less than three amateur performances 
have taken place this week at the above hall; 
the first by the Westminster Dramatic Club, 
their first attempt at acting. A new farce, en- 
titled “It never Rains but it Pours,” went off - 
very well. Messrs, Matthews, Turner, Kirk- 
ham, and Mrs. Melbourne displayed consider- 
able comic humour by their versatile acting ; and 
the farce went off with good effect. An act 
from ‘‘ Macbeth” was very respectably acted. 
Mr. Kirkham, as Macduff, was very effective. 
He displayed both energy and feeling, and 
was loudly applauded. The Macbeth of 








Mr. M‘Cleish lacked dignity and power. 
Nevertheless his conception was good. Mrs, 
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Williams read the scene as Lady Macbeth 
with propriety. We have seen the part in 
less abler hands. A little drama, entitled 
“* Honour among Thieves,” is an amusing 
trifle ; and the ladies—Miss Price and Mrs. 
Williams—are worthy of our notice, as play- 


ing with a taste not possessed by all amateur | 


ladies. ‘*Bombastes Furioso” concluded 
a very good night’s performance. ‘There is 
decidedly talent in this club, and we shall be 
happy to witness their next performance. 

On the following Thursday the Polyhmnian 
Club entertained their friends. The first 
piece, “ Esmeralda,” admirably played, gave 
very great satisfaction. Mr. Soundy made a 
very efficient Claude Frollo, and looked the 
part exceedingly well. Mr. Miller looked and 
acted Phebus better than any other part we 
have yet seen him in. He only wants confi- 
dence and practice. Mr. Ormond is a rising 
low comedian, and is becoming a favourite. 
The Quasimodo of Mr. C. Seymour was a 
nice piece of acting. He understood the 
author, and sustained the character with ex- 
cellent effect ; the only remark we shall make 
is that he was not made old enough, and not 
sufficiently deformed. Miss Sheridan, as 
Esmeralda, acted the part equal to a regular 
professional, and this is saying much. Never- 
theless she is quite deserving of our remarks. 
Of Miss Gordon we can speak of in high 
terms of praise. ‘The maniac was depicted 
by strong histrionic power. Her rage, and 
the faltering of her voice at intervals, was 
marked by artistic skill not often brought into 
action by amateurs. It was a bold and 
masterly effort. All the other characters 
were very respectably acted. The petite 
comedy of “Faint Heart never Won Fair 
Lady” followed, which was very nicely acted 
by those who took parts in it, which we 
should be glad to enumerate if our space 
would permit. ‘The Wandering Minstrel” 
followed, but the hour was so late we did not 
see it. 

On the Friday the regular club performed 
the comedy of “The Honeymoon.” Mr. 
Snelling, the manager, sustained the part of 
the Duke Aranza in his usual artistic manner. 
We have no bill to guide us. We can only 
say that the Rolando was acted with much 
spirit and vivacity. Montalban was also well 
rendered, and dressed very appropriately. 
The Balthazar, we understood, was taken at 
a short notice, which accounts for the defi- 
ciency in net knowing the part. The cha- 
racter of Jaques was indifferently acted. The 


|female characters were far the best acted. 
| Miss Edmonds, who undertook the part of 
Juliana, proved to us, when she has time to 
| study and proper rehearsals, she is capable of 
sustaining genteel comedy characters with 
| ladylike and good effect. Her acting in this 
character has established her as a lady of 
education and rare accomplishments ; and if 
she will study and muster up confidence, she 
has every qualification to please her hearers. 
Her dress and deportment were altogether 
very prepossessing. Miss Mordaunt: acted 
Violante in a manner that we were not pre- 
pared to witness. We cannot award her too 
much praise. We never saw it acted better 
at any theatre, neither major nor minor. Her 
sister, as Eugene, was good by bits, but not 
very perfect. We had no programme, and 
cannot speak of the afterpiece. 





PARTY OPINION. 
To the Editor of Tuz TuzatTricaL JouRNAL. 


S1r,—I have read the articles by B. W. W. 
on Mr. Kean’s approaching retirement from 
management with much pleasure, as indeed I 
do everything I ever read from the pen of 
your very clever correspondent. I was there- 
fore much surprised to read the very indis- 
creet letter of “R. SS.” in your last, which 
appears to me to be written solely for the 
sake of contradiction. 'There never was a 
great actor yet who was not subject to the 
caprices of party opinion. The fact is, sir, 
“B. W. W.” is quite right in his estimate 
of Mr. Kean’s powers as an actor, and his 
assailer, “R, S.,” all inthe wrong. I have 
seen all the accredited actors of the day, and 
must certainly say that I have never met with 
Mr. Kean’s equal anywhere since Mr. Mac- 
ready retired from the stage. Mr. Charles 
Kean has many friends ; he has likewise a 
select posse of enemies, who are ever on the 
alert to discover a mare’s-nest, and to dis- 

ssess themselves of their own folly. I 
imagine “R. §.” to be of the latter class. 
Trusting you will also extend your favour to 
me, as you have done to “ R. S.,” as a sub- 
scriber to your journal,—I am, &c., 

CorRIGENDA. 





StanDARD.—Shakspeare’s play of ‘‘The Tem- 
pest” will be produced here on Monday evening, 
with new scenery and appointments. Mr. Henry 
Marston appears in the character of Prospero. 

Mrs. Howarp Pavt, who has lately gained 
considerable reputation by her imitations of Mr. 
Sims Reeves, has been engaged for a short period 
at the Britannia Theatre, and will make her first 
appearance there on Monday, April 4th. 
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“B. W. W.’s” MANIA. 
To the Editor of Tuk TuzatricaL JouURNAL. 


Srr,—I have just read your last number, 
and am really thankful that we have a 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL so impartial as 
yours, or else I am quite sure such as intem- 
perate, foolish, and absurd letter as that 
written by “B. W. W.” could not have been 
inserted. All “B. W. W.” complains of is 
being taxed with a “mania” about Charles 
Kean. Well, surely a person who compares 
this actor to Betterton and Garrick cannot 
complain if this term is used. “B. W. W.” 
complains of this word, and immediately 
writes a letter, using such vile epithets that I 
will not re-write them. He complains him- 
self, and then exceeds all by his own conduct. 
Mr. R. S. used such arguments, showing 
that Mr. Kean is nothing more, as the play- 
going public well know, than a good actor. 
It is folly to call him a great one. To all the 
proofs of “R. 8.” “B. W. W.” answers 
literally nothing ; but gets into a passion, and 
uses very ungentlemanly words. Trusting 
that you will insert this, and hoping that in 
future abusive terms will not be employed by 
any one,—I am, &c., ARGus. 

ondon, March 26, 1859. 





The Greatest Novelty of the Age. 


A COMPLETE Novel for One Penny. Now 
Publishing, in Penny Weekly Numbers, beau- 


tifully illustrated, a re-issue of that justly celebrated 
work, entitled 


PURKESS’S LIBRARY OF ROMANCE, 
1 — Hugh, the Out-| 30 Susan Hopley 


31 The Hunchback 
32 The Robber’s Wife 
33° Grace Huntley 
34 John Overy 
35 The Smuggler’s Secret 
ugantino 36 Margaret of Burgundy 
7 The Rover’s Bride 37 The Haunted Hulk 
8 Nell Gwynne 38 The Jew of Denmark 
9 The Charcoal Burner | 39 The Ice Witch 
10 Luke the Labourer | 40 The Bride of Lambeth 
11 Ben the Boatswain 41 The Peer and the 
12 Gilderoy Poacher 
13 Paul the Pilot 42 The Demon Hunter 
14 Grace Grayton 43 Therese 
15 Alice Gray 44 Crazy Jane 
16 Starlight Bess 45 Guy Mannering 
17 Relghepre 46 The Gambler’s Fate 
18 Ambrose Gwinnett 47 Martha Willis 
19 The Flying Dutchman | 48 George Barnwell 
20 Marco Spado 49 Will Watch 
21 Faustus 50 Robert Macaire 
22 Suill Dhuv 51 Poor Susan 
23 William Tell 52 Robin Hood 
24 Cataract of the Ganges | 53 Jonathan Bradford 
25 The Vampyre 54 Carpenter of Rouen 
26 Schinderhannes 55 Ruffian Boy 
27 Eugene Aram 56 Phantom Bride 
28 Herne the Hunter 57 Maurice the Wood- 
29 The Grave of the Bro- cutter 
ken Heart 58 Jane Shore 


aw 
2 The Haunted Forest 
3 Massaniello 
4 Joan of Naples 
: oe Gipsy 








| 59 The Lady of Lyons 
60 The Idiot Witness 
61 Fleur de Marie 

62 Fire Raiser 


for ONE PENNY. 


1 Jack Sheppard 
2 Oliver Twist 
3 Turpin’s Ride to York 
4 Dombey and Son 
5 Don Cesar de Bazan 
6 Mazeppa, or the Wild 
Horse of Tartary 
7 The Blood-red Knight 
8 The Dumb Man of 
Manchester 
9 The Miller & his Men 
10 The Vicar of Wake- 


field 
ll a : Three. fingered 


ac 
12 Black Beard the Pirate 
13 The Maid and Magpie 


Rhoderic Dhu, complete 
in 67 Nos., or bound in 
cloth, 5s. 6d. 

Adam Bell, by Pierce 
Egan, Esq., in 24 Nos., 
bound in cloth, 3s. 

Tyburn Tree, or Mysteries 
of the Past, ia 45 Nos., 
or in cloth, 4s. 6d. 

George Barrington, by T. 
Frost, Esq., in 29 Nos, 
or in cloth, 3s. 

Paul Jones, ‘b 
Egan, in 68 
cloth, 6s. 6d. 

Paul the Poacher, in 60 
Nos., or in cloth 6s. 

Turpin’s Ride to York, in 
9 Nos., or in cloth 1s. 6d. 

The Black Mask, in 30 
Nos., or in cloth, 3s. 6d. 


Pierce 
08., or in 


never out of print. 
Persons in the coun 


to country booksellers. 








63 The Ducal Gift 
64 The Black Inn of the 


Heath 
65 Rubiezal. <9 


Each Number contains 16 pages of closely printed 
letterpress, a complete Tale and splendid illustration, 


PICTORIAL PENNY PLAYS. 


14 The Red. Rover 

15 Black-eyed Susan 

16 The Corsican Brothers 
17 Minnigrey 

18 The Forty Thieves 

19: Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
20 Azael the Prodigal 

21 The Will and the Way 
22 Susan a 
23 Ada, the Betrayed 
2+ Bluebeard 

25 The Bottle 

26 Dred 

27 Belphegor 

28 Little Dorrit 

29 Herne the Hunter 


Each play complete for One Penny,”or by post 
Twopence, and illustrated with a Coloured Scene, 
taken during a representation. 
PURKESS’S ILLUSTRATED -WORKS, 
In Penny Numbers. 


Jack Rann, in 52 Nos., or 
in cloth, 5s. 

Captain Macheath, in 27 
Nos., or in cloth, 3s, 

King of the Beggars, in 
38 Nos., or in cloth, 4s. 

Ben Bolt, or the Perils of 
a Sailor, in 16 Nos. or 
in cloth, 2s. 

Unknown Warrior, in 24 
Nos., or in cloth, 3s, 

The Monk, by Lewis, in 
36 Nos., or in cloth, 4s, 

Jack Sheppard, in 27 Nos., 
or in cloth, 3s. 

The Corsican Brothers, in 
39 Nos., or in cloth, 4s. 

Jack Cade, in 32"Nos., or 
in cloth, 3s. 


*,* All the above works, being stereotyped, are 


can have twelve and upwards 
of the above popular Tales or Plays, portage , on 
receipt of stamps tothe amount. A li 


ral allowance 


London : 
GeorceE PurkeEss, Old Compton-street, Soho, W. 





“ Henry the 
“ Boots at the Swan.” 





THE ELLISTONIANS 


A> about to give a Series of Performances. The 
following arrangements have already been made:— 
Thursday, April 14th, 1859, the Historical Play of 
“ Richelieu,” and the Farce of “ Friend Waggles.” 
Thursday, May 10th, 1859, Shakspeare’s 
Fourth” (first part), a 


lay of 
the Farce of 


Thursday, June 7th, 1859, “ Othello,” and “ Paris 
| and Back for Five Pounds.” 
Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of taking parts in 


the above are requested to communicate ny 
' with the Secretary, S. Clarke, 365, Oxford-street, W- 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 


(Formerly the Casino de Venise), 


: ie“ Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “Il Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Koenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 
past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission Is. 


MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 


EW ADDITIONS.—The COUNT DE MON- 

TALEMBERT, from a Photograph by Maul 

and Polyblank ; the King and Queen of Greece, the 

King and Queen of Hanover; the Kings of England, 

from Richard the Third to Queen Victoria.— Admis- 

sion, ls.; extra room, 36d. Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten. 

The Times,.of April 14th, states:—“In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 

roud to possess the relics which are here preserved. 

adame Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 








To the Dramatic Profession. 


C W OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 
e ° garden, Costumier to the Royal Ita- 
lian and English Operas, begs to inform Gentlemen in 
the Profession that he can upon the shortest notice su 
ply them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 


The Second Eclectic Dramatic Society. 


A; Lady or Gentlemen wishing to make the 

Stage their profession, or for pleasure, will find 
this Society cade of notice. The members meet 
every Friday evening, at eight. Performance once a 
month; every member will propose a play, and take 
any character they choose in their turn, and will be 
allowed six tickets for each performance. Subscrip- 
tion ls. per week, including stage dresses, The 
hall to let for Amateur Performances, Balls, Con- 
certs, Tea Parties, &c., on reasonable terms. 18, 
Denmark-street, Crown-street, Soho. Manager and 
Scenic Artist, Mr. R. Snelling; Proprietor, James 
Flexman. Mr.Harrison, Costumier to the Theatre 
13, Bow-street. 








To Theatrical Amateurs. 


CENERY, Costumes, and every Requisite can be 

obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 

31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal Italian 

Opera, Covent-garden. The Drawing-room Theatres, 

that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 

jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 
Costumes, &c., Let on reasonable terms. 





Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 


HIGHBURY BARN, ISLINGTON. 
Msc AND DANCING every Evening, from 

Eight to half-past Eleven o’clock. A Band of 
gp Bag eee Admission 1s. Before 8 o’clock 
6d. fore 6 o’clock, by Refreshment Ticket, 6d. ; 
and on Sundays, for Promenade, from 1 o’clock till 
11, by Refreshment Ticket, 6d. The Leviathan 
Platform is being re-decorated, and will be opened as 
soon as the weather will permit. 





HOLLOWAWY’S OINTMENT and PILLS. 
Depraved Secretions, Scrofula. 


Qecansre comprehends those changes which 
the blood undergoes in its course through 
minute vessels, called capillaries, when new com- 
binations take place, and compounds essentially 
differing from itself are produced. Derangements in 
these operations give origin to severe and also fatal 
diseases, the chief of which is scrofula, which cuts off 
more youthful victims than any other disease. Keep 
the secretions healthy by the power d over 
blood, nerves, and capillaries by Holloway’s remedies, 
and scrofula shrinks away and never shows its hideous 
shape again. The Ointment rubbed near the affected 
glands enters them at once, and effects a most salutary 
change, which, aided by the purifying Pills, regene- 
rates the blood, and revives both nerves and vessels, 





HARRISON'S Ladies’ Theatrical Costume 
Warehouse. 
31, BOW STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C. 
EstTaBLIsHED 1840, 


ATIN, Silk, and Velvet Trains, Ball, Fancy, and 
Private Dresses, Mantles, &c., New and Second- 
hand, for Sale or Hire, can always be obtained of 


MRS. HARRISON, Txreatrican DREssMAKER 


to the principal Ladies in the profession.— Ladies 
favouring Mrs. Harrison with an order may depend 
on correctness of costume, good fitting, and punc- 
tuality. 

Ladies’ own Materials made up. 


Velvet, Satin, and Silk Dress Pieces, Satin Boots, 
Silk Stockings, Lace, Feathers, Ornaments, &c., of 
the best quality at the lowest price. 





Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 


AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of e Costume. A large assort- 
ment ofevery necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 


Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 
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